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FARM  BUSINESS  REPORT 
CENTRAL  AMD  ’TESTER IT  WISCONSIN  if 
1944 

”  m  records,  including  crops  and  livestock  production  data  as  well  as 
inc one  end  expense  items,  provide  invaluable  information  for  farm  planning. 

These  records  are  especially  useful  to  the  cooperating  farmers  as  well  as  to 
supervisors  who  have  assisted  the  farmers  with  the  books.  Recognizing  this 
important  source  of  information  and  the  training  value  to  those  who 
supervise  record  keeping,  M.  F.  Schweers,  State  Conservationist  for  'Wisconsin, 
suggested  that  each  farm  planner  might  well  sponsor  a  farmer  or  two  in  this  work 
About  forty  of  these  records  were  started  and  3S  books  were  sufficiently  complet 
to  be  summarized.  Twenty-five  of  the  records  are  summarized  in  this  report, 

three  in  the  Grant  County  farm  record  summary  and  the  balance  in  the  report  for 

light  soil  farms  in  Central  Wisconsin. 

Receipts,,  expenses  and  operator's  1-^bor  e-rninas. 

Livestock  sales  accounted  for  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total  cash 
receipts.  Sixty  per  cent  of  this  income  is  from  the  sale  of  dairy  products 
and  dairy  cattle,  twenty  per  cent  from  hog  sales  and  nearly  ten  per  cent  from 
poultry.  Receipts  were  60  per  cent  higher  on  the  highest  profit  farms  than 
on  the  least  profitable  farms  -  the  principal  difference  being  in  volume  of 
sales  in  all  lines  rather  than  in  differences  in  proportion  of  any  one  enter¬ 
prise.  Farm  produce  and  house  rent  furnished  to  the  fma  family  comprised 

about  9  per  cent  of  the  total  gross  income. 

if  K.  0.  Anderson,  Project  Supervisor,  Economic  Research  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  and  P.  S.  McNall,  Professor  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
Wisconsin  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  The  following  District  Con¬ 
servationists  have  cooperated  in  this  study:  F.  L.  Robbins,  M.  M.  Keliher, 

E.  A.  Landwehr,  Ed  Hill,  Harold  Smith,  Robert  Lee,  J.  R.  Fry,  Jr.,  B.  D. 

Blakely  and  D.  W.  Stauf facher . 
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Table  1, — Detail  of  earn in 

gs ,  29 

farms ,  he 

avy  soils.  Central 

'“is  cons  in.  1944 

Your 

Ave.  25 

Ave  • 

5  highest 

Ave.  5  lowest 

farm 

fa  rns 

prof  i 

t  farms 

■profit  farms 

Feceir  is 

Mil.-:  and  cream  ...... 

$3241 

$3470 

$2186 

n *♦-  f  i  o 

w  r..  o  i/i  v  •'>v«oc#<**tooc» 

6l6 

645 

592 

Ho  -s  .......... . 

828 

1321 

988 

Poultry  &  eg "s  ...... 

584 

456 

299 

Other  livestock  ..... 

98 

2g 

69 

Crop  s  ales  . . 

308 

990 

296 

AAA  crop  payments  ... 

63 

49 

45 

Voocl  sales  .......... 

5 

3 

i4 

Pork  off  farm  . . . 

109 

215 

5 

Miscellaneous  income 

i6g 

92 

58 

Cash  farm  receipts 

6020 

7269 

4552 

Family  living  from  farm 

644 

731 

682 

Inventory  increase 

— 

598 

— 

Cross  Farm  income 

6664 

8598 

5234 

Expenses 

Feed  . 

g76 

764  . 

599 

Auto  8c  equipment  exp- . 

449 

415 

420 

Livestock  expense  ... 

172 

219 

134 

#ct*eo*o*»co9c* 

29  g 

427 

235 

Labor  hired  ......... 

lgg 

227 

183 

Re  1  estate  expense.. 

124 

149 

154 

Tc.X0  S  •0***0O»««*9C** 

l6g 

172 

138 

Insurance  &  misc..... 

llg 

102 

83 

Cash  operating  exp. 

2393 

2475 

1946 

Livestock  bought  .... 

24g 

247 

139 

Equipment  bought  .... 

485 

729 

271 

Real  estate  improve. 

94 

160 

60 

Inventory  decrease... 

144 

— —  ~ 

35O 

Family  labor  ........ 

402 

420 

498  •'  ' 

Board  of  hired  help.. 

79 

90 

102 

Total  farm  expense 

3845 

4121 

3866 

Met  farm  income  ..... 

2819 

4477 

1368 

Interest  on  investment 

877 

969 

812 

Operator's  earnings.. 

$1942 

■$3508 

$55S 

\ 


Cash  operating  expenses  totaled  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the  cash  receipts 
with  feed  constituting  the  largest  single  item  of  expense.  In  fact,  feed 
purchases  amounted  to  mere  than  40  per  cent  of  the  value  of  feed  raised  on 
these  farms.  Machinery  and  mechanized  power  expense  was  the  second  largest 
item  of  cash  expense,  with  crop  expense  including  seed  and  fertilizer 
purchases,  next  in  importance.  Twice  as  much  commercial  fertilizer  per  acre 
of  crops  was  purchased  on  the  highest  profit  farms  as  on  the  least  profitable 
farms . 

Net  income,  in  terms  of  operator’s  labor  earnings,  averaged  about  30 
per  cent  of  the  gross  receips  on  the  25  farms,  as  compared  with  4o  per  cent 
on  the  most  profitable  farms  and  10  per  oent  on  the  least  profitable  farms. 
Net  farm  incomes  ranged  from  $208  to  $4333  —  a  difference  of  over  $4000. 

Grom  production  affects  net  income. 


The  most  profitable  farms  had  10  acres  more  cropland  as  well  as  $10  per 
acre  higher  value  of  crops  than  the  low  income  farms.  The  greater  value  of 
crops  per  acre  came  chiefly  from  higher  yields  per  acre,  although  the  most 
profitable  farms  also  had  more  canning  peas,  hemp  and  potatoes.  Hav  yields 
were  about  9  Per  cent  higher  on  the  most  profitable  farms,  while  corn  y'oilds 
were  nearly  30  per  cent  higher  and  oat  yields,  55  Per  cent  higher. 
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Table  2. _ Acreages  of  cro-ps.  25  f-.ms,  heavy  soils.  Central  Wisconsin,  1944 


1  r  0  1 69  cl  0 - nUI  e  KhJ  b  Ui  UiUpS 

•  C.' )  Jl  ii^cav.y  ovjxxo*  vouuiUA 

Your  Ave .  25  5  fsrns 

farm  farms  highest  income 

5  farms 
lowest  income 

Alfalfa  Hay  . . . . 

3^p 

6.3 

1.9 

Clover  hay 

3.4 

7.3 

— 

Mix  'i  hay  .  * . . . « . . 

23*7 

7.6 

19.0 

Mi sc  .  tame  hay .  < . . . . . . . 

1.2 

— 

— 

Marsh  hay  . . 

1.7 

— 

— 

To t ? 1  hay  . . 

.  33.0 

22.2 

20.9 

Corn,  a rain  . 

7.7 

11.0 

11.4 

Corn,  silage  » . 

10.7 

9  c  8 

2.6 

Corn  Fodder  . . 

1.4 

— 

3-9 

Total  corn  . 

10.  s 

20.3 

17.9 

Oats  . 

13.4 

23.3 

20.6 

Barley  . 

.  . .  .9 

.6 

Miscellaneous  grain  ... 

1.2 

.4 

1.6 

Total  grr in  . 

20.5 

24.2 

22.3 

Soybeans,  groin  . 

.4 

.6 

Connin--  peas  . 

1.3 

O  7 

C-  *  ( 

2.2 

Miscellaneous  crops  ... 

1.5 

4.2 

1.0 

Total  crops  . 

7b. 5 

74.7 

64.3 

Acres  in  farm  . 

161.6 

3.41.6 

157.6 

fo  of  farm  in  crops  .... 

.  47.3 

52.8 

4l.l 

tfo  cropland  in  hay  . 

.  .  43 

30 

32 

#  cropland  in  corn  .... 

26 

23 

23 

f  cropland  in  small  grain 

. -  .  27 

32 

35 

f  cropland  in  raise,  crops 

4 

10 

5 

Table  7 — Yields  per  acre.  Central 

Wisconsin, 

heavy  soils,  1944 

Your 

Ave ,?5 

5  farms 

5  farms 

farm 

fa  rns 

highest  income 

lowest  income 

Alfalfa,  tons, . 

2.4 

O  1 
£_  ♦  ± 

2.8 

Mixed  hay,  tons  . 

•  • 

2.1 

O  ll 
c.  •  *4 

2.0 

All  hav,  tons . 

2.0 

2.4 

2  <7 

35.0 

Corn  grain,  bushels  , 

•  • 

40.0 

45.0 

Corn  silage,  tons  ... 

•  • 

7.5 

8.6 

8,0 

Oats.  .,ushels  . 

44.0 

51.0 

250.0 

40.0 

Potatoes,  bushels,.,. 

•  • 

147,0 

70,0 

Hemp,  tons  . . 

3  .4 

3.4 

Canning  peas ,  lbs  . . . . 

•  • 

1434 

1551 

— _ . 

Fertiliser  purchases 

•  • 

per  crop  acre,  lbs. 

•  • 

54 

36 

42 

1 

5 


One-fourth  more  livestock  -re s  kept  on  the  motet  profitable  farms  then 
on  the  least  profitable.  Dairy  cows  comprised  slightly  ore  than  one-half 
of  tb  productive  livestock  units  for  each  of  these  two  groups o  Butterfet, 
ho  "s  and  erg  productions  were  much  higher  on  the  highest  profit  farms,  due 
both  to  higher  "reduction  per  head  and  to  larger  numbers  of  cows,  hogs  and 


hvns  o 

Table.  4 — Numbers  of  livestock  and  production  of  hogs,  "butt  erf  at  and  eggs, 
_ Centr  1  ’"i  scons  m.  25  f  ries,  heavy  so fls.  1944 _ 


Your  Ace.  25 

5  farms 

5  farms 

farm  farms 

highest 

lowest 

profit 

prof  It 

Cows . 

-^rooooooo»ec*oee«o# 

17. g 

18.0 

14,5 

Other 

cattle,  number  .. ..... . 

13.1 

13,6 

11.7 

She  ep , 

number  , . 

8.0 

1.4 

Turkey 

s ,  lbs . . . 

320.0 

- - 

Hens  f 

numb  a  r  . . 

143,0 

149.0 

117.0 

Hogs . 

cwt . . 

49.7 

90.3 

54.8 

Butter 

fat,  lbs. . 

4071 

4330 

2961 

Eggs  » 

l46g 

1366 

1015 

Horses 

,  number  . . 

2.7 

2.5 

2.1 

Froduc 

tive  livestock  units  .. 

.  31.4 

32.4 

25.1 

*  Two  lambs  equal  one  head. 

Over-all  efficiency  pays. 

Larger  acreages  in  crops,  higher  crop  •  production  per  acre  and  more 
livestock  per  farm  have  been  mentioned  as  contributin’  to  the  higher  earnings 
on  the  most  profitable  farms.  Other  factors  of  importance  are:  quality  of 
land,  feeding  efficiency,  but ter fat  production  per  cow,  labor  efficiency  and 
the  kind  of  soil.  The  moot  profitable  farms  are  average  or  above  in  most  of 
these  factors. 


Farms  average  or 
_ at  ovo  in _ 

1  or  2  factors 
3  or  4  factors 
5  or  6  factors 
7  factors 


Number  of 
f  o  ms 

4 

7 

13 

1 


Oper-  tor '  s  labor 
earnings _ 

$  64l 
171S 
2733 
3342 


/ 


{ 
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Feedir. ?  efficiency  important  on  livestock  farms. 

Returns  per  cor  above  feed  cost  and  returns  per  dollar's  worth  of 
feed  ore  convenient  measures  of  efficiency  of  dairy  feeding.  Relatively 
hi  h  production  per  cow  is  essential  to  the  most  profitable  dairying.  The 
high; st  producing  herds  on  these  farms  netted  almost  $50  more  above  feed 
cos.  j.er  cow  than  the  lowest  producing  herds,  (see  table  b,  page  i).  Egg 
production  per  hen  is  equally  important,  (see  table  d,  page  ii).  Some 
hog  •. reducers  got  paid  for  both  feed  and  labor,  while  others  got  less  than 
market  •  rice  for  the  feed  consumed  by  the  hogs,  (se>  table  e,  page  iii). 


. 


> 


Man  Man  Value  of  Crop  acres  Returns  Pounds  of  Land 


Figure  1. — A  rating  of  average  or  better  in  most  of  these  factors  usually 
results  in  high  operator’s  earnings* 
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Table  a. --Investment  per  farm. 

25  farms,  heaw  soils.  Central  W i s 

con  sin,  19'-!4 

Your  Ave .  25 

Farm  farms 

Ave.  5  highest 
orofit  farms 

Ave.  5  lowest 
profit  farms 

Land  and  buildings  . . 

$9520 

$112i4.6 

$9288 

Machinery  and  equipment  .... 

250U 

2200 

2399 

Supplies  . 

137 

538 

60 

Feed  . 

1803 

1958 

1577 

Productive  livestock  ....... 

329U 

3235 

2602 

Horses  . . . . 

270 

199 

2I4O 

Tc:al  investment  ......... 

$17,528 

$19,376 

$16 , 166 

Table  b.--Feed  cost  and  returns 

per  cow. 

l6  farms,  heav;. 

r  soils.  Central 

’■.isconsin 

Y  our 
farm 

Ave  .  16 
farms 

Ave.  8  high 
butterfat 

Ave.  8  low 
butterfat 

per  cow 

per  cw 

Number  of  cows  . 

18.6 

16.9 

20.3 

Butterfat  sold  per  cow,  lbs... 

206 

237 

175 

Butterfat  produced  per  cow, lbs. 

22U 

256 

192 

Average  price  . . 

83.9 

82.5 

85.3 

Feed  per  cow,  lbs. 

Corn  and  small  grain  . . 

1022 

993 

1052 

Protein  feed  . . . . 

615 

7U3 

1+87 

Total  concentrates 

1637 

1736 

1539 

Alfalfa  hay  . . 

7l+8 

139 

1356 

Mixed  hay  . .  ..... 

3260 

3761+ 

2757 

Total  hay  . . 

1+008 

3903 

1+113 

Corn  shreds,  etc.  . . . 

93 

169 

17 

Corn  silage  . . . 

6058 

5778 

6337 

Total  roughage*  . . 

6120 

5998 

621+2 

Pasture  cost  . . . 

0 

0 

r- 

$  7.00 

$  7,00 

Feed  cost  . . . 

91.00 

92.00 

90.00 

Value  of  butterfat  per  cow  ... 

$138.00 

$212.00 

$i61+.oo 

Returns  over  feed  cost  per  coy/ 

$  97.00 

$120.00 

$  7I+.00 

Returns  oer  $100  feed  . . 

$2  ll+ 

$2l+0 

$188 

* 


Includes  only  one-third  weight  of  silage 


} 
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Table  c. — Feed  cost  and  returns,  all  cattle,  per  cow  basis,  16  farms,  heavy  soils, 
Central  'as  cons  in,  1941;  


Your 

Ave .  16 

Ave,  7  high 

Ave.  8  low 

farm 

farms 

butterfat 

butterfat 

per  cow 

per  c  ow 

Cows,  number  . . . 

18,6 

13.8 

20*3 

Other  cattle,  number  .  . . 

16.3 

16.3 

17.2 

Lbs .  feed  per  cow 


Corn  and  small  grain  . . 

1233 

679 

1191 

Commercial  concentrate  . . 

6Lj.8 

8U2 

520 

Soybeans  . . . 

9 

17 

3 

Total  concentrates  . . 

1890 

1538 

1711+ 

Hay  . . . 

5786 

5153 

5527 

Corn  shreds,  etc . 

173 

75 

72 

Silage  . . . 

7953 

9206 

7351 

Total  roughage*  . 

8610 

8297 

8216 

Feed  c  ost  . . . . 

$125.00 

$116.00 

$117.00 

Val  1  of  produce 
"""Hairy  produce  . . 

31.00 

26.00 

31.00 

Cattle  increase  . . 

187.00 

216.00 

16U.00 

Total  value  per  cow  . 

218.00 

2U2.00 

195.00 

Returns  above  feed  cost  per  cow 

100.00 

133.00 

85.OO 

Returns  per  $100  feed  . 

$198 

$230 

$183 

*  Includes  only  one-third  weight 

of  silage. 

Table  d. — Feed  cost  and  returns  from  poultry 

,  13  farms. 

h^avy  soils. 

Central 

Wisconsin,  19 hb 

Your 

Ave .  13 

Ave.  7  high 

Ave .  6  low 

Farm 

farms 

profit  farms 

profit  farms 

Average  number  of  hens  . 

153 

175 

129 

Number  eggs  per  hen  . . 

Lbs.  feed  per  hen 

— 

109 

138 

81 

C orn  . . . . 

16 

16 

17 

Smal  1  nrain  . . . . 

L2 

hh 

39 

Commercial  feed  . . . 

23 

30 

26 

Total  .  .......... 

86 

90 

32 

Skimuillc . . . . 

13 

-- 

38 

Shells  and  grit  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Feed  cost  per  hen  . . . 

$2.29 

$2.23 

$2.37 

Value  of  produce  per  hen 

Eggs  produced  . 

$2.71 

$3-37 

$2.01 

Poultry  sales  and  increase.. 

.27 

.58 

-.09 

Tetal  credits  . . 

$3.01 

$3-95 

vl  .92 

Returns  over  feed  cost  per  hen 

.72 

1.72 

-.45 

Returns  per  $100  feed  . 

$131 

$177 

$81 

y 


I 
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Table  e. — Feed  cost  and  returns  per  cwt.  hogs  produced,  12  farms,  heavy  soils. 


Central  Wisconsin,  I9I4I1 


Your 

Farm 

Ave .  12 
farms 

Ave.  6  high 

returns  over 

feed  cost 

Ave .  6  1 0 w 

returns  over 
feed  cost 

Pounds  of  hogs  produced  . 

5723 

8326 

3121 

Average  marketing  weight  . . 

188 

171 

206 

Pounds  of  feed  per  cwt.  hogs 

Corn . . . . . 

226 

182 

270 

Small  grain  . 

166 

223 

108 

Commercial  feed  . . 

67 

18 

116 

Total  concentrates  . 

U59 

1423 

h?h 

TChey  k  skimmilk,  cwt.  . . . . 

356 

221 

U91 

Feed  cost  exclusive  of  pasture  .. 

111. 58 

I  9*66 

H3.50 

Returns  per  cwt.  of  hogs  . . 

13.32 

13.88 

12.79 

Returns  above  feed  cost,  cwt.  .. 

1.7U 

U.  18 

-.71 

Returns  per  $100  feed . . 

1115 

HU3 

195 

Table  f.— Feed  cost  for  horses,  16 

farms , 

heavy  soils. 

Central  Wisconsin,  19UU 

Your 

Ave .  lo 

Farm 

Farms 

Lbs.  feed  per  horse 

Corn  and  small  grain  . 

552 

Commercial  feed  . . . 

13 

Total  concentrates  . 

568 

Alfalfa  hay  . 

630 

Mixed  hay . . . . . 

1+078 

Marsh  hay  . . . . 

137 

Total  hay  . . . . 

I48I4.5 

Value  of  feed  per  horse  . 

1 

$146.85 

Average  number  of  horses  . 

2.8 

Table  g.— Farm  family  living. 

25  f arms 

,  he  avy 

soils.  Central  Wisconsin,  I9I4I4. 

Your  Farm 

25 

Farms 

5  highest 

income 

5  lowest 

income 

Amount  V  alue 

Amount 

V  alue 

Amount 

V  alue 

Amount 

V  alue 

Eggs,  dozen....  | 

137 

$1*1 

111* 

135 

15U 

$146 

Poultry,  lbs.  . 

96 

21 

IJ46 

32 

73 

16 

Milk,  qts . 

'  1214* 

68 

1390 

76 

1263 

70 

Cream,  pts.  ... 

37 

7 

— 

— 

U6 

9 

Beef  &  veal,  lbs  . 

278 

30 

U05 

U8 

160 

16 

Pork,  lbs . 

1*81 

63 

600 

78 

376 

h9 

Potatoes,  bu.  . 

17 

21 

20 

26 

25 

29 

Vegetables  .... 

50 

5U 

77 

Fruit  ......... 

17 

36 

17 

Canned  veg.  & 

fruit,  qts.  . 

2U3 

62 

25U 

66 

296 

71 

■PTood,  cords  ... 

20 

92 

16 

96 

36 

121 

House  rent  .... 

172 

182 

161 

Total  ....... 

I6I4I4 

$731 

1682 

T 


